
 

                                                 Reading Policy 
 

“My teacher encourages me to read harder words and to do lots of things 

about the book to help me understand it better.”   Halley pupil 

 

“I like peace and quiet first thing in the morning when everyone is reading.”   

Halley Pupil 

 

Introduction 
Reading is a vital form of communication for everyone. In developing the skill of reading, 

children gain access to and derive pleasure from rich and varied sources of literature. 

They also develop the ability to gain access to a wide variety of information contained in 

non-fiction. 

 

Aims 
Through the teaching of reading, we aim to enable pupils to: 

• read accurately and fluently, with understanding and enjoyment using a variety of 

texts; 

• use reading skills to develop an appreciation of fiction, poetry and drama; 

• use organisational features of non-fiction texts to find information in books, and via 

the internet; 

• become enthusiastic and critical readers, hopefully for life. 

 

Objectives 
• to teach children the value of reading by introducing them to a variety of texts; 

• to teach a wide range of strategies which will help children to make sense of what 

they read; 

• to teach children to reflect on the texts they read; 

• to teach skills which will develop pupils’ ability to locate and use information 

effectively 

 

Approaches to Teaching and Learning 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage children will: 

• follow a cross-curricular programme of teaching and learning which is both 

planned by the teaching staff and self-initiated by the children; 

• follow the development statements in the  ‘Development  Matters in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage’ guidance; 

• learn to discriminate sounds through sound games and listening activities; 

• learn rhymes and recognise rhyming words when heard; 

• share books and stories using props, role play and re-telling; 

• begin the Tower Hamlets ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme using a multi- sensory 

approach, giving children the skills to sound out phonetically regular words; 



• learn a bank of familiar and common words and use these in context to read 

sentences; 

• be introduced to guided reading through ‘book-banded’ books; 

• hear good quality stories and poems every day 

 

In Key Stage One children will: 

• follow a programme of teaching and learning drawing largely on the teaching 

sequences set out in ‘Dramatic Progress in Literacy’, a creative drama– led 

approach to the teaching of literacy,  and  the topics from the ‘International 

Primary Curriculum; 

• continue to follow the Tower Hamlets ‘Letters and Sound’ teaching programme; 

• share texts to develop their understanding of different types of text; 

• participate in guided reading sessions; 

• have an appropriately levelled reading book which is changed each week; 

• hear good quality stories or poems every day; 

• have the opportunity to read books for enjoyment from the class and also from the 

fiction library 

 

In Key Stage Two children will: 

• continue to follow a programme of teaching and learning drawing on  the 

teaching sequences set out in ‘Dramatic Progress in Literacy’, and  the topics from 

the ‘International Primary Curriculum; 

• continue to develop their understanding of different types of text; 

• continue to develop their phonetic knowledge and grammatical understanding; 

through regular word and sentence level work during literacy sessions; 

• participate in a guided reading session every week using appropriate texts; 

• have an appropriately challenging reading book, which all readers will change 

independently; 

• take their reading books home daily; 

• hear good quality stories, poems or a class novel regularly; 

• have the opportunity to read books for enjoyment from the school library or their 

own books from home; 

• be confident in making an informed choice 

 

Resources 
EYFS and KS1-Book banded guided reading book sets linked to National Curriculum levels 

from various reading schemes. The reading schemes we use are ‘Phonics Bugs’, ‘Oxford 

Reading Tree’, ‘Ginn Lighthouse’ and ‘Rigby Star’. 

KS2-Guided reading book sets – genre related 

All 

Big books 

Class fiction and non-fiction books freely available to children 

Fiction and Poetry Library 

Information Library 

 

Cross Curricular Links 
Children will be encouraged to develop their reading skills through all areas of the 

curriculum. They will have opportunities to access information via the Internet. Wherever 

possible children will explore other work and interests through non-fiction texts. 

 

 



Home-School Partnership 
Children are expected to read at home with their parents or independently and this will 

be noted in their reading record books at KS2. 

 

 

Community Links 
Adult ‘Reading Partners’ hear children read weekly in some classes. 

Parent and carers are invited to ‘Come and Read‘ with their children weekly in Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2. 

 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping 
Children are individually assessed at the end of each phase of Tower Hamlets ‘Letters and 

Sounds’ 

Reading and comprehension is teacher assessed and/or tracked through book bands  

Formal assessments take place termly to include SATs or Optional SATs when appropriate. 

 

Monitoring 
Monitoring will be undertaken by the Communication, Language and Literacy Co-

ordinator through classroom observations, ‘learning walks’, ‘book looks’ and discussions 

with staff and pupils to assess the impact of the policy on the quality of teaching and 

learning of reading throughout the school. 
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