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ABSENCE AND LEARNING 
05/02/16 

Dear Parents and guardians, 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the governing body of Halley Primary School, which has 

become increasingly concerned over the last few years by the frequency with which pupils 

at the school are being taken out of school for extended periods during term time, often to 

go on holiday. 

 

Taking pupils out of school has a very negative effect on their attainment and progress, and 

it is often very difficult for them to catch up with their classmates after they return. This 

undermines the hard work of the teaching staff and it is disheartening for them to see pupils 

fail to make the expected progress and, in some cases, actually regress. It can also be 

disruptive for other pupils and affects the way that the school is perceived by OFTSED and 

the local authority. You will be aware that parents who take their children out of school 

without approval will be fined and the affected pupils can lose their place in the school. 

 

We need YOUR help to ensure that Halley continues to provide your children with the 

quality of education they need and deserve, and maintains its reputation as a great school 

that lots of parents want their children to attend. 

 

Please can you: 

 

• make every effort to keep your children in school 

• never book holiday during term time 

• discuss with Wendy in advance of making any arrangements if you think it may be 

necessary to take your children out of school for a very short period, e.g. in the case 

of a family emergency 

 

Please help us in our mission to help our pupils achieve great things. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mike Flockhart 

Chair of Governors 

 


