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                                                                                                          7th November 2016 

 

Dear Halley Parents, 

 

You may be aware of some criticism of the school on social media with regard to 

some homework that was set two weeks ago and I want you to be aware of the 

actual facts. 

 

This work was part of our Upper Key Stage 2 current affairs work. This looks at issues 

in the national and international news each week. For example last week we looked 

at the issue of airport expansion.  

 

Two weeks ago we looked at newspaper reports including one about the situation in 

Mosel. For the Year 6 class, homework was set at three levels of difficulty.  

The first level was to find 10 different headlines from newspapers, choose one and 

write a paragraph about it. 

The second level was to write a newspaper report based on a recent news item of 

your choice. 

The third level, for the most able children, was to write a report based on an article 

on the BBC Children’s Newsround programme. Pupils were directed to this children’s 

website and the questions posed on it and not to any other websites.  

 

The nature of the homework has been misunderstood by one family and we have 

discussed this with them.  

 

Others, apparently outside the school community, have taken this routine 

assignment and made a number of false accusations about the work involved, about 

school staff and have ascribed motives to the homework set that have nothing to do 

with our curriculum and which have no basis in reality.  

 

I am very happy to answer any queries if you remain concerned.  

 

Wendy Otterburn-Hall - Headteacher 

 
 


