
 

 

A Final Newsletter for the End of the School Year  

                                   2016-17 

 
Dear Halley Families and Friends, 
 

The time has almost arrived to finish school and to begin our summer holiday.  

Before we say goodbye to each other I wanted to write to you. 
 
This has been such a busy year with some real challenges that we have all 
had to face.  As you know, the issue of school funding and budget cuts has 

been one that we are all worried about.  Although the Government has 
recently announced some more funding for schools, there will still be money 
worries for schools such as Halley.  Thank you for the support that you gave 
by attending the “Big School Assembly” and please listen out to the news - we 

may need your support again. 
 
Another challenge that we were all worried about was  
our OFSTED inspection.  It was four years and one term 

since the last one and we knew that we were overdue! 
Thankfully our inspection in May went very well and  

We were told that our school continues to be a “Good”  
school and that our safeguarding is effective.  This was  
just the news that we had hoped for. We have celebrated 

our success by designing two new banners which are now  
proudly displayed outside our school for everyone to see. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The staff and children have continued to work very hard this year to meet the 
new requirements of the new National Curriculum and its assessment.  Our 

pupil outcomes are on the whole positive this year in EYFS, Year 1 phonics 
and KS1 SATs.  We are disappointed with some of our Year 6 SATs results as 

some pupils did not meet the targets we had predicted for them.  In Maths 
and in Reading the SATs tests were very hard and some children found that 

they were not able to complete enough of the test to score the marks they 
needed. 

 

 

 



One of the things we understand about the new SATs is that for Reading, the 

children have to be able to read a lot at speed.  In order to do that they need 
to be in the habit of reading in their own time every day – this helps them to 
build up stamina.  Next year we are going to make Reading a big focus for our 

School Development Plan and we will be offering some training workshops for 
parents to understand how best to support their children with Reading. 

 
You will, by now know that some staff will be leaving us this summer. We are 

saying goodbye to Sonia, David, Kiasha and Mari.  Whether they have been 
here for a short time of for longer (nine years in Mari’s case), I’m sure that 

you will want to join me in thanking each of them for their contribution to 
Halley and wish them all the best for the future.  We will introduce our new 

staff to you in September. 
 

I wanted to thank parents for all the support you have given by attending 
events at school this past year.  It was great to see so many of you last week 
at the stadium for sports day for years 1 to 6 and to see some of you joining 
in with the tug-of-war and the parents’ races. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Parents please remember the colours of Halley’s school uniform and that we 

expect children to wear smart shoes not trainers.  Blue, not black, trousers 
and leggings are required.  It would be really lovely to see everybody return 

to school in September looking as smart as possible. 

 
We also need some of you to be more punctual – school begins at 
08.50, not 09.00.  Please make every effort to be on time in the new school 
year to give your children the best start to the day and to avoid missing 

learning time. 
 
I hope that everyone has a very happy and safe summer.  Some of you will be 
celebrating Eid-ul-Adha at the very end of the holiday and I would like to wish 

you a very early “Eid Mubarak” for that. 
 

The children should return to school on Thursday 7th September. 
 
Kind regards, 

Wendy Otterburn-Hall - Headteacher 
 

 
 

  


