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A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
The pantomime we watched this year was called ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. It was a story all about a man 
named Ebenezer Scrooge and his feelings towards 
Christmas. At first he doesn't enjoy anything about 
Christmas. However, after meeting three different 
ghosts he changes his mind. A lot of us were     in-

volved in telling the story and we had props to help 
us. “I enjoyed the part where Scrooge was getting  
really angry” said Mariyah. “My favourite character 
was Scrooge because he was evil!” said Taseen. “I 
thought the whole pantomime was really funny” said 
Sadiq. 

NATIVITY ASSEMBLY 
On Monday we had the 
first of our nativity  
assemblies. Wendy told us 
the beginning of ‘The First 
Christmas’. There were 
some 

actors from Year 5 
dressed up as Mary,  
Joseph, Angel Gabriel 
and the Innkeeper. We 
look forward to hearing 
the rest of the story in 
the next few assemblies.  
 
Quiet Time   
Christmas is a festival celebrated by Christians. 
There are many people around us who do not have 
a lot of family and friends to celebrate festivals 
with. We must always 
be grateful to have a 
family that cares for 

LIBRARY NEWS 

My name is Lucy Chambers and I work in 5 
schools across Tower Hamlets, running Halley   
library every Wednesday morning.  My aim is to 
keep the libraries full of books that you will want to 
read.  I encourage all children to be inspired by 
reading, to develop their imaginations and to be 
creative.   

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

I need your help! I have 
set up a book group on the Guardian Newspaper’s 
excellent children’s book website. It is called 
‘Bookworms’. I would like     children to write re-
views of any books they have read, whether from 
the school library, from home or from an Idea 
Store. Just bring the reviews in to me in school and 
I will submit them.  



BOOK AWARDS 
 

Eight very keen readers read and discussed all six books on the annual Tower Hamlets 

Book Award. They loved talking about the key features: the characters, the writing style 

and plot and comparing one book with another. They          

enjoyed short activities, such as making their own word 

searches and drawing their own versions of the front           

covers. They entered a bookmark competition and voted on 

their favourite book.  Finally, they            attended the Book 

Award finale at Swanlea School, with over 

20 book groups from other  Tower Hamlets schools, where 

they met four of the authors, bought books,          answered 

two quizzes, watched other book group’s short plays and 

found out which book won …..’Smart’ by Kim Slater. One of 

the authors, Sam Gayton will also be visiting our school 

soon. Watch this space! 

 JIGSAW CELEBRATION 
Last week we were celebrating  
people in our school who try to use kind 
words. Well done to: 
 
 

REMINDERS 
 

∗ The Family Homework for this holiday is all about 
Oceans. There are lots of activities that you can do in 
the homework. Why not try something different this 
time like visiting the aquarium at the Horniman      
Museum. 

Don’t forget it’s due in the first week back from the holidays 
∗ We are back to school at normal time on Monday 4th  

January 2015. Don’t forget to bring your book bag and P.E 
kit. Make sure your name is on it.  

Everybody at Halley wishes you 
and your family a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

That's Interesting! 
Christmas 

Did you know? 
• 2,340,000 mph - The speed at which Santa's sleigh 

would need to travel if he were to reach every home 
in the world on Christmas Eve. 

• 1957 - The year of the first ever televised Queen's 
Christmas speech. 

• 4.25 Million - The number of British people who will 
travel abroad for Christmas. 

• 113 Feet - The height of the tallest ever snowman, 
which was built in Maine, America. 

• 10 Million - The number of Turkeys cooked in the UK 
every Xmas. 
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