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Reception pupils:  
During your time in Ursa Major class, we expect 
you to: 
 always try your best; 
 be kind and considerate to everyone; 
 read regularly to an adult at home and 

complete activities in your reading journal; 
 look after your own things; 
 make sure you wear the correct uniform 

with the appropriate footwear (ensuring 
that all items are labelled with your name); 

 bring your PE kit for PE on  Wednesday 

Trips and Events 

We are hoping to visit The Science Museum this 

term.  

We will be running an Introduction to phonics 

workshop on Thursday the 16th January in the 

Workshop. Come along & learn how to support 

your childs reading at home.  

Key websites 
 

 www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

Welcome to Reception! 

www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  
Halley Primary School, Halley Street, London E14 7SS 

Tel: 020 7265 8061 |  Fax: 020 7702 7637 
admin@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

We want to make the transition from Nursery 
to Reception as smooth as possible for your 
child. You can support this by:  
  
 Listening to them read, or asking them 

about the books they are reading. 
 Practice phonic sounds taught using the 

phonics key ring. 
 Encouraging your child’s growing 

independence – letting them sort out for     
themselves  the items they will need for 
school such as lunchboxes, coats and shoes 
etc 

 Encourage your child to practice reading the 
following words set this term: 

 

 Practising maths skills in a friendly and 
informal way - recognising numbers you 
spot in the environment, counting how 
many items they have on their plate! 

 
 If you have any questions or if you or your 

child have any worries - no matter how small 
- please come and let us know.  

Dear Parents/Carers... 

said we all 

to me are 

go be my 

no was her 

he you  

she they  
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Our theme this 
half term: 

PSED 
Children will continue to focus on developing positive 

learning behaviours which can help them to learn and also 

meet a new learning character that can remind them of the 

importance of self-regulating. 

Children will be taking part in Jigsaw sessions in 

which they will be thinking about their Dreams 

and Goals. 

Numeracy 
Children will be consolidating their understanding and use of 
numbers within and up to 5. They will be learning which 
pairs of numbers make up 5 as well as calculating 1 or 2 less 
than a given number up to 5. They will move onto place 
value up to 10 and begin to compare and combine groups of 
objects and calculate which group has the most/least using 
mathematical language to explain their findings. 

Literacy 
This term in Literacy children will be introduced to 
new high frequency words to support their 
developing reading and writing skills. They will be 
sharing and retelling stories around our theme and 
also begin to write short sentences using their 
phonic knowledge and familiar words based upon 
the things they are learning and experiencing. 

Reading 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 

Ten Little Aliens  by  Mike Brownlow & Simon 

Rickerty 

Remember to read every day for up to 10 minutes. 
Share the Guided Reading book your child has 
brought home from school. Write a comment in the 
Reading Journal about your child's Reading. Ask 
questions about what they have read. 
Remember to practice daily the HFW words that 
your child is learning to read.  

Physical development 
Children will continue to take part in a daily session 
which can help to develop their fine motor skills.  
In PE they will be taking part in Gymnastics 
sessions in which they will be listening to and 
following instructions and using their bodies to 
move in a variety of ways with control, balance and 
agility. 

Understanding the world 
Children will continue to share their own 
experiences of their family lives and listen to the 
experiences of others. They will find out about 
different ways of lives and the diversity within our 
Stepney and London community as well as learn 
about the people that are special to us as 
individuals. 

 

 
Phonics 

This term children will  continue to learn letters and 
the sounds they make. Children will take part in 
daily phonics sessions learning  Phase 2 and Phase 3 
sounds. Support your child at home by talking 
about the letters and sounds they have learnt.  
Encourage children to use the known sounds when 
reading. 


